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Political Science

Part 1, Q1

Nature of presidential power and authority, how to be an effective US president
The federal structure of America’s politics includes the Judiciary, legislative and executive. The president dominates the American politics thus in charge of the three. The three arms work in cooperation to formulate policy, but the president should be seen to be leading the nation. “The president powers includes management, discretion in the execution of laws, foreign policy, and war.” (Zelizer, 2010)

Executive powers include broad powers on the management of national affairs and government priorities. He can issue rules, instructions and regulations called executive orders which do not need to be approved by the Congress and upon the federal agencies have the binding force. The president also has powers on budgetary procedures. He is assisted in carrying the task by the management and budget assists office. (Schickler, Lee, 2011)

     He is the commander in chief of the armed forces. This doesn’t give him powers to declare war but only supremacy in command and direction of the forces and commit the troops to military actions. The congress can declare war. The president can only make war by sending troops into military actions. The president has the powers of protecting the nation’s security and managing the national economy during the times of war. The president also engages in talks of negotiations with politicians in the capitol like the senators and other representatives (Singh, 2003)

He also has powers to pick those to be in his cabinet who by supporting the policies of the president can work smooth with him and, appointing the Supreme Court judges, ambassadors, and lower federal courts judges; after consultation with the Senate. He receives ambassadors of other nations since it confers diplomatic recognition of other nations. He appoints more than 6000 federal positions which ranges from government to white house top officials and US diplomatic corps members. He appoints top officials for all federal agencies, his advisors, the staff of aid and assistance.

The president can negotiate and bargain with other politicians to get their support in adopting and implementing his policies, thus has the powers setting political agendas of the nation. 

He can recommend the Congress legislative measures he believes to be important, execute laws faithfully and has powers to enter into treaties with other nations with advice from two-thirds of the Senate. He can require in writing the opinions and thoughts of the principals of each department of the executive.  He has legislative powers for instance signing of bills from Congress into laws if he approves of them or returns them to Congress suggesting on changes to be done and recommendations. He may issue a signing statement expressing the constitutionality opinion of the bill’s provisions or he may declare them as being enforceable. The annual and special to Congress sees the president proposing the legislation. “The president being his political party leader and the entire government holds great sway over public opinion which might influence legislation.” (Zelizer, 2010)

He can grant pardons and reprieves for federal crimes (except impeachments) and veto authority in budgetary matters. He is bound by laws of the land and can be removed from office for high crimes and offenses such as treason, corruption.

The president has inherent powers for the betterment of the nation. For instances, he has special or almost royal prerogatives in foreign affairs, which has been acknowledged by the Supreme Court and the Congress. The president’s claim and exercise authority over the conduct of American foreign policy that is objectives, friends, and enemies of the country. Use of these inherent powers has led to the growth of importance of the president and the government. The presidency prominence has expanded and its centrality in the political life of a nation become permanent, it has also seen a knock-on impact on government generally. “They meet at summits with other head of states discussing and solving great matters affecting their nations.” (Schickler, Lee, 2011)

The president should maintain the positive productive relationship with the executive and Congress to ensure his policies priorities go on without interference. The president has the powers to fire officials. He should present to Congress information on the state of the union on time basis, convene both parties of the Congress on extraordinary seasons. He can postpone Congress if both the house and senate cannot agree on adjournment. He has the powers of nominating officials provided by the Congress when new posts are created subject to approval by the Senate. The president also has powers to fill in administrative vacancies during congressional recesses. Presidents have the power to determine how laws will be interpreted and applied. “The president also has emergency powers.” (Schickler, Lee, 2011)

Advice to be an effective president

The compelling vision for his presidency. Have a vision of a smaller less regulated government with less taxation and less spending. The budget should be well balanced and reach out to the business community and not abandon needs of the poor (Singh, 2003)

Implementing his vision. The president should appoint professionals to help develop and influence his policies. He should have skills in retail politics. He should not hire friends or campaign team.

He has to focus on major goals one at a time. This will expand his scope of accomplishing all his goals. He should focus on major few goals immediately after his election. At the end, he will have accomplished most of his agenda goals (Singh, 2003)

Understanding of the processes and consequences of decision making. He should select people who have the characteristics of courageous and strong-willed persons who will guide him into right decision-making processes, someone who will tell the truth and not sugarcoat things or a yes and no person. He should examine the consequences of the decisions before effecting them (Zelizer, 2010)

He should motivate the federal workforce, offer to work in partnership with them, lead and serve beside them as they work together in carrying out the will of the people. He must make it clear of support from the government and assure them of nobility and public trust.

He must select a strong cabinet, those who are willing to work together with him, embrace his vision of government or challenge his thinking.

He should always follow the constitution which is the supreme rule of law.

Formulate policies that will not affect their relations with other nations, he should be friendly and engage with other heads of states. This will result in peaceful co-existence amongst neighboring nations, facilitate economy stabilization and avoid wars.

He should monitor and enforce working with other elected leaders to ensure they work for the betterment of the nation and the people living standards, fulfilling their promises of a better nation (Zelizer, 2010)
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